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Bibliographical Notices. 


[April 


Art. XLI.— Medical Diagnosis with Special Reference to Practical Medicine, 
A Guide to the Knowledge of Discrimination of Diseases. By J. M. Da 
Costa, M.D., Professor of Practico of Medicine and of Clinical Medicino at 
the Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia; PhyBician to tho Pennsylvania 
Hospital, etc. etc. Illustrated with Engravings on wood. Fourth edition, 
revised. 8vo. pp. 835. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1876. 

The demand for a fourth edition of this work auBtaina tho opinion of its 
merits which wo expressed in a notico of tho laBt edition. 1 Tho work is now 
in tho twelfth year of its existence, and it is as well Buitcd to tho wants of tho 
medical student and practitioner now as when it was first issued in 1864. 
In looking over the recent edition, we find introduced tho fruits of tho author’s 
original observations in relation to over-strain of tho heart, “ respiratory per¬ 
cussion, " and other topics. Additions and changes have been made especially 
in tho chapters on nervous diseases and fevers, in conformity with tho progress 
of medical knowledge. Wo regard tho rcmarkablo success of this work as 
affording gratifyiug evidence of the importance attached to diagnosis by tho 
profession in this country. While it is undoubtedly truo that ono may bo a 
skilled diagnostician without being a good practitionor, to bo tho latter with¬ 
out skill in diagnosis is an impossibility. Accuracy iu tho discrimination of 
diseases lies at tho foundation of clinical experienco and tho proper application 
of therapeutic agencies. It is proof of real progress iu medicino that ability 
in diagnosis cannot now-a-days bo disparaged by thoso who would claim to be 
considered os par excellence practical physicians. 

Wo congratulate the author on tho continued success of the work, and wo 
take pleasuro in reiterating tho opinion that this bucccss is but a fair tribute to 
its merits. A. F. 


Art. XLII.— A System of Midwifery , including the Diseases of Pregnancy 
and the Puerperal State. By Wh.liam Irishman, M.D., ItegiuB Professor 
of Midwifery in tho University of Glasgow, Physician to the University 
Lying-in Hospital, etc. etc. Second American, from the second and revised 
English edition, with additional notes by Joun S. Parry, M.D., Obstetrician 
of tho Philadelphia Hospital, Vice-President of tho Philadelphia Obstetrical 
Society, etc. 8vo. pp. 7G6. Philadelphia: Henry 0. Lea, 1875. 

The popularity of the first edition (both English and American) of Dr. 
Lcishman's work having caused its exhaustion iu about two years, we have 
presented to our notico a second edition by the author, followed by an American 
reprint edited by Dr. Parry. Dr. Leishmnn has improved tho volume by a 
careful revision, and by rewritiug eomo of tho articles which appeared to him 
to require it. Dr. Parry has Americanized somewhat the articlo upon “tho 
forceps,” although his advocation of tho instrument of Simpson docs not 
n'ccord with tho teaching and practico of a largo number of our obstetricians, 
who believe that for tho purpose of traction, the blades should bo adapted ns 
accurately as possible to tbo sides of tho fcetal head, and that when thus 
fitted, littlo compressing force is necessary to cause them to maintain their 


1 Vide Amer. Journ. Med. Sofencea, No. for October, 1870. 
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1876.] Minor, Scarlatina Statistics of tho United States. 

hold, except whero there is much resistance on tho part of tho pelvis. Tho 
lato Dr. William Harris, of Philadelphia, roforred to by Dr. Parry, on page 
473, as having used tho forceps in about ono casoin seven} ond having passed 
u period of thirty years without losing a woman from labour, or its immediate 
effects; made use of during theso thirty years, tho Rohror Philadelphia forcops; 
tho Hodge long forceps; Davis’ short instrument; and a pair devised by him¬ 
self, having long light handles, short shanks, light blades, with wide fenestra), 
closely resembling tho instrument since prepared under the direction of Prof. 
Wallace. Having a largo number of patients in the higher walks of lifo who 
became quickly exhausted by labour, ho was in tho habit of aiding them in 
their feeble efforts at expulsion by moderate traction with closely fitting 
instruments, believing this tho true mechanical principle by which to obtain 
command of tho foetus without injury to it or tho mother. 

Besides frequent comments and additions, through tho toxt, Dr. Parry has 
added a chapter upon “Diphtheria of Puerperal Wounds.” His views upon 
this subject urc already familiar to our readers through his excellent clinical 
study of tho subject published in tho number of this Journal for January, 1876. 

As a standard toxt and refcrcnco book for students and practitioners of 
obstetrics, tho work in question occupies a high position, and has fully brought 
up to dato tho investigations mado in recent years by mony active workers in 
tho London, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Dublin Obstotrical Societies, as also thoso 
of Continental Europe. With American obstetricul writers of tho past gene¬ 
ration, Buch ns Dowees, nodgo, and Meigs, the author is better acquainted than 
thoso of tho present time, whoso writings are to bo found in journals, rather 
than treatises or toxt-bookB: theso defects havo been repaired in several 
iustances by Dr. Parry. 

Liko all other English obstotrical writers, Dr. Lcishman has a mortal dread 
of tho Cffisarean operation, or gastro-hyatcrotomy (called erroneously “ hyste¬ 
rotomy” in his work), which wo do not wonder at, sinco using it as a dernier 
ressort, when women are exhausted, tho operation in England has been fright¬ 
fully mortal. A marked difference of result in American experience, as referred 
to by Dr. Parry on page 647, has given us o different opinion, as to tho ope¬ 
ration when performed at a proper period of labour; ond tho investigations of 
Dr. P. go to provo it much less unfavourable than craniotomy in oxtromely 
contracted pelves. As a valuable condensation of obstotrlo litoratdro and 
practico, wo can cordially rocommend tho work of Dr. Lcishman to American 
readers. R. P. H. 


Art. XLIII .—Scarlatina Statistics of the United States. By Thomas 0. 

Minor, M.D. 8vo. pp. 55. Cincinnati: Robort Olarko & Oo., 1875. 

In this pamphlet the mortality reports of tho last census’aro examined with 
a view to ascertaining tho influence of geographical position, temperature, and 
altitude, upon tho prevalence or fatality of scarlet fever. From a brief resumi 
of tho countries known to bo afflicted with tho disease, or known to bo freo from 
it, tho author reaches cortain conclusions. “ Zones of comparative immunity ” 
aro noted: in tho Eastern hemisphere, from 10° south to 20° north of the 
equator; in the Western hemisphere, from the equator to 10° of north latitude, 
and again from 30° to 35°. Within these zones, occasional epidemics arise, 
when tho disease is pandemic; tho Caucasian race being most liable to attack. 
In tho two zones first named tho outbreak of disease is always duo to importu- 



